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Cyprus - contributed by Andreas Neocleous & Co LLC 

Maritime Labour Convention 2006 will enter into force shortly 

 

The Department of Merchant Shipping has announced that the Maritime 

Labour Convention 2006 will enter into force in Cyprus shortly, on the same 

day as its international entry into force. The convention applies to all ships 

that are ordinarily engaged in commercial activities, but not to ships engaged 

in fishing, traditionally constructed ships, warships or ships that navigate 

exclusively in inland waters. 

 

Author: Vasileios Psyrras 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGPX  

  

Vasileios 

Psyrras  
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Philippines - contributed by Del Rosario & Del Rosario law Offices 

Supreme Court finds death during shore leave not compensable 

 

A seafarer's widow claimed death benefits after her husband drowned while 

on shore leave, based on the argument that her husband died during 

employment. The Supreme Court ruled that the seafarer's employment 

relationship remained in force while he was on shore leave. However, the 

employer's contract provided that it was not enough that death occurred 

during employment; the death must be work-related to be compensable. 

 

Author: Ruben T Del Rosario 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGR2  

  

Ruben T Del 

Rosario  

 

3 

 

Ukraine - contributed by Interlegal 

Open international registry on the horizon 

 

According to the recent Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State 

Control annual report, Ukraine has made certain improvements in flag 

performance. However, the question remains as to whether this will bring real 

growth for the Ukrainian shipping sector. It is hoped that the long-awaited 

introduction of an open international ship registry will provide a boost, but 

significant hurdles remain. 

 

Author: Arthur Nitsevych 

  
Arthur 

Nitsevych  

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGPX
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGQC
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Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGSN  
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Situation Vacant--The International Marine Contractors Association (IMCA) 

To help support the work of this influential international trade association, IMCA is now 

seeking aTechnical / Marine Adviser - Offshore Operations & Construction 

The role is based in the secretariat in London SW1 and is part of an eight strong technical 

team. It will cover a wide range of activities, including:developing technical guidance, 

committee work, monitoring legislative and technical developments, briefing and lobbying, 

and interfacing with member companies, government and international agencies. 

The role would suit an offshore professional such as a master or DPO, deck officer, engineer, 

offshore diving supervisor with extensive experience and knowledge of offshore marine 

operations and construction wishing to be shore based. 

Further information can be found at:- 

http:// www.imca-int.com/news 

Please forward your CV and covering letter explaining how you could contribute to IMCA’s 

work programme to:- 

Jane Bugler, Technical Director 

IMCA, 52 Grosvenor Gardens, London SW1W 0AU 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7824 5520 

Jane.Bugler@imca-int.com 
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Service of NOR by Email not Permissible under this Voyage Charterparty  

Jamila Khan and Stavroula Mylona, writing in the summer edition of the Ince & Co Shipping 

E-Brief examine the decision by Mr Justice Popplewell in Trafigura Beheer BV v. Ravennavi 

SpA (Port Russel) (unreported, published on 1 March 2013):-  

This Commercial Court decision deals with only one issue, namely whether notices of 

readiness (“NORs”) could be validly served by email pursuant to the relevant provisions of the 

voyage charterparty in question. Nonetheless, it is an issue of practical importance and one 

which the Court resolved by considering what the parties could objectively be taken to have 

intended at the time of entering into the voyage charterparty, as ascertainable from the natural 

and ordinary meaning of the words used in their agreement. Mr Justice Popplewell concluded 

that the relevant charterparty wording did not allow for NORs to be validly served by email. 

Clause 19(a) of the charterparty provided that: “… Notice of Readiness may be given either by 

letter, facsimile transmission, telegram, telex, radio or telephone (and if given by radio or 

telephone shall subsequently be confirmed in writing and if given by facsimile transmission 

confirmed by telex)...” 

Read the note in full here:- 

http://tinyurl.com/m44y522 

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGSN
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JQDGSN
mailto:
http://tinyurl.com/m44y522
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 Portsider Newsletter 

Editor Alexander Brewster has sent in the July edition of the newsletter of underwriters PIMS 

Multimodal. There are articles on general average, electronic bills of lading, and legal issues in 

Canadian and Chinese freight forwarding. Read the newsletter in full here:- 

http://pimsmultimodal.com/july_2013.html 
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US Court of Appeals strikes down Tax on Diesel Fuel 

We are indebted to our friends at the LA firm of Countryman and McDaniel for their note on 

CSX Transportation, Inc. v. Alabama Dept. of Revenue, a decision of the Eleventh Circuit of 

the U.S. Court of Appeals:-.  

The court held on July 1, 2013 that Alabama's imposition of sales and use tax on diesel fuel 

purchased by rail carriers violates the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 

1976 ("4-R Act"). This is the second time that the case has been before the Circuit Court. An 

earlier decision of the Circuit Court holding that a rail carrier could not challenge its 

competitors' exemptions from sales and use tax under the 4-R Act was reversed by the U.S. 

Supreme Court on February 22, 2011. CSX said the tax is discriminatory because fuel 

purchased by interstate motor and water carriers is exempt from the tax. The Circuit Court 

held that this established a prima facie showing of discrimination under the 4-R Act, shifting 

the burden to the State to prove a "sufficient justification" for taxing rail carriers differently. 

Because the State failed to do so, the Circuit Court held that the tax on diesel fuel purchased 

by rail carriers is discriminatory in violation of the 4-R Act. It remanded the case to the U.S. 

District Court for the Northern District of Alabama, directing it to enter declaratory and 

injunctive relief in favor of CSX.  

Read the decision here:- 

http://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/opinions/ops/201214611.pdf 

CargoNews@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RINA commits to IACS Chairmanship 

Chris Hewer writes:- 

International classification society RINA has committed major resources to support IACS 

(International Association of Classification Societies) during its year of chairmanship. 

 

Roberto Cazzulo, Chairman of RINA Services SpA, was elected as Chairman of IACS 

Council at the end of June. He will lead an active team of senior personnel from RINA who 

will seek to continue the global technical leadership of IACS and to ensure it meets the needs 

of both the international shipping and shipbuilding industries and also regulators. 

 

Says Cazzulo, “We firmly believe that by collaborating through IACS the leading 

http://pimsmultimodal.com/july_2013.html
http://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/opinions/ops/201214611.pdf
mailto:


 

HANOI OFFICE: 

Unit 6, 11
th

 Floor, HAREC Building, 4A Lang Ha, Ba Dinh Dist, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.4)3772 6970 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

SAIGON OFFICE: 

7
th

 Floor, 162 Pasteur's Office Building, Ben Nghe Ward, Dist.1, HCMC, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.8) 3822 0076 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

w
w

w
.d

zu
n

g
sr

t.
co

m
 

 

 

 

 

8 

classification societies of the world help raise safety, environmental and performance 

standards for the global shipping fleet. To that end RINA is willing to contribute the time and 

expertise of a serious team. I personally commit myself to driving forward IACS’ priorities 

this year and to helping to ensure a healthy and continuing dialogue with all stakeholders in 

our global maritime industry. In this complex global world no class society can go it alone. By 

working together we achieve much more than we could as the sum of a lot of societies trying 

to work by themselves.” 

 

In addition to the chairmanship of Roberto Cazzulo, RINA has also committed the following 

senior staff to IACS: 

 

Michele Francioni is RINA Chief Operating Officer and serves as RINA IACS Council 

Member. 

 

Laura Scuteri is RINA Manager of Relations with Regulatory Bodies-Marine and Chairman of 

IACS General Policy Group. 

 

Giovanna Carosi works on RINA’s relations with Regulatory Bodies-Marine, and serves as a 

member of the IACS General Policy Group. 

 

Paolo Salza, RINA Chief Technical Officer, is the Chairman of the IACS Joint Working 

Group with the industry on a structured approach for the development of regulations. 

 

Dino Cervetto is RINA Director of Technical Services. He participates in the IACS Steering 

Group on the Common Structural Rules (CSR) for Oil Tankers and Bulk Carriers. 

 

Claudio Abbate is RINA Manager of Safety Unit and Co-ordinator of the Cruise Ships Centre 

of Excellence. In IACS he is a Member of the Statutory Panel and he is also the Vice-

Chairman of the IMO Fire Protection Sub-Committee 

 

Carlo Aiachini is RINA Manager of Machinery and Automation Unit. He serves as a member 

of the IACS Machinery Panel. 

 

Gianluca Mantegazza is RINA Manager of Damage Analysis and Risk Assessment Section 

unit. He is the incoming Chairman of the IACS Survey Panel. 

Enrico Gombi is RINA Manager of Calculation Tools. He serves as a member of the IACS 

Hull Panel. 

Mikhael Markogiannis is Manager of the Greek Engineering Centre. He supports the IACS 

team for the RINA chairmanship and he is the contact point between the IACS Chairman and 

the Greek Marine Industry. 

Claudia Filippone, RINA Manager of Communications, supports the IACS chairman on 

communication matters. 

Cinzia Pica, Intercompany Communication Co-ordinator of RINA Group, supports the press 

office during RINA IACS chairmanship. 

Detailed information on IACS’ strategy and work plan for the forthcoming year can be found 

at:- 
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http://www.iacs.org.uk 
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GPS Spoofed and Subordinated by Texans 

Our IT correspondent Peter Marshall writes:- 

It’s a story almost as implausible as the idea that Elliot Carver could make his yacht invisible 

to all and sundry in Tomorrow Never Dies, but it appears that students from the University of 

Texas really were able to redirect the course of an $80 million superyacht by using some 

$2000 worth of sneaky kit in a briefcase sized box they carried onboard themselves. By 

broadcasting counterfeit GPS signals from this device, they were able to override the true 

signals, to fool the ship's onboard nav kit to think it was off track and therefore alter course – 

all without raising any alarm. Obviously it only had an effect because the ship was on 

autopilot, and it would rely on the ship’s crew not noticing that there was something amiss, but 

even so, it’s only a small step we imagine from this to some super villain taking control of all 

ships around the world from their volcano lair!! Now, where did I put that white cat…. 

 

The full story is here:- 

http://tinyurl.com/jwvzyu5 
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 People and Places 

Save the Date 

The Board of Governors of the Society of Maritime Arbitrators announces that in Honor of the 

Society's 50th Anniversary a Celebratory Dinner Dance will be held on Friday November 22, 

2013 The New York Yacht Club in their legendary Model Room 37 West 44th Street, New 

York City. 

 

On the previous day, Thursday November 21st, there will be a separate working session 

entitled "International Maritime Arbitration" The panel discussion will be moderated by Soren 

Larsen, Deputy Secretary of BIMCO. A luncheon will follow the session. 

info@smany.org 

---------- 

Serigne Thiam Diop, secretary general of the Union of African Shippers’ Councils (UASC), 

has been elected to join the Board of the Global Shippers’ Forum (GSF). 

---------- 

Ed Thomas, who currently runs the transport team within KPMG’s infrastructure practice has 

been promoted to partner. 

--------- 

Secretary-General Emeritus Dr. C.P. Srivastava, KCMG has died in Italy, aged 93. Dr. 

http://www.iacs.org.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/jwvzyu5
mailto:


 

HANOI OFFICE: 

Unit 6, 11
th

 Floor, HAREC Building, 4A Lang Ha, Ba Dinh Dist, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.4)3772 6970 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

SAIGON OFFICE: 

7
th

 Floor, 162 Pasteur's Office Building, Ben Nghe Ward, Dist.1, HCMC, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.8) 3822 0076 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

w
w

w
.d

zu
n

g
sr

t.
co

m
 

 
Srivastava served as IMO Secretary-General from 1974 through 1989, during which time were 

concluded the 1978 Tanker Safety and Pollution Prevention Conference and the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, 

among other important works. 
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International - contributed by Wikborg Rein 

BIMCO soon to release the Windtime 

 

The Windtime - a new standard form charter party for personnel transfer and 

support vessels servicing offshore wind farms - is expected to be released 

soon by the Baltic and International Maritime Council in response to industry 

requests for standardisation. It will be interesting to see to what extent the 

industry embraces this first step towards standardisation of contracts, and 

what further efforts may be made in the future. 

 

Authors: Oddbjørn Slinning, Guy C Leonard, Andreas Fjærvoll-Larsen 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BEW  

  

Oddbjørn 

Slinning  
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Chile - contributed by Jorquiera & Rozas Abogados 

New insurance law brings changes for shipping industry 

 

A new law was recently enacted to replace the provisions on general and non-

marine insurance contained in the Code of Commerce, so that Chilean 

insurance law could be updated in line with current trends and market 

practice. The law contains a number of amendments to the existing marine 

insurance provisions, all of which have been in force since 1988. 

 

Author: Ricardo Rozas 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BCP  

  

Ricardo 

Rozas  
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Germany - contributed by Dabelstein & Passehl 

Ship arrests in Germany facilitated by modernised maritime trade law 

 

The Act on the Reform of Maritime Trade Law has recently entered into 

force. Among other things, the requirements for ship arrests have been 

amended. In particular, the requirement of special urgency has been dropped 

for the arrest of vessels, undoubtedly facilitating ship arrests in Germany. 

However, it remains unclear whether the reform has also abolished the 

obstacle of counter-security. 

 

  Sarah Wolf  

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BEW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BF5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BFE
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BFP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BEW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BEW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BF5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BF5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BF5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BCP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BD7
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BCP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BCP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BD7
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BD7
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BD7
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BDN
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BE3
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BE3


 

HANOI OFFICE: 

Unit 6, 11
th

 Floor, HAREC Building, 4A Lang Ha, Ba Dinh Dist, Hanoi, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.4)3772 6970 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

SAIGON OFFICE: 

7
th

 Floor, 162 Pasteur's Office Building, Ben Nghe Ward, Dist.1, HCMC, Vietnam 

Tel: +(84.8) 3822 0076 / Fax: +(84.4) 3772 6971 

w
w

w
.d

zu
n

g
sr

t.
co

m
 

 
Authors: Sarah Wolf, Olaf Hartenstein 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BDN  
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Sanctions Update  

The Charterer's Club has recently issued an e-bulletin, dealing with the expanded areas of 

shipping and trading activities caught by new American law and rule making. The Club 

writes:-  

Whilst previous legislation targeted key trades such as the export of crude oil or the ability of 

Iranian vessels to trade, the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012 (IFCA) is 

targeted against a much wider spectrum of activities. Some of the key areas are highlighted 

below:  

Energy  

The definitions in this sector go wider than the previous purchase or sale of goods and now 

extend to include goods or services associated with exploration, extraction, refining, and 

import and export of petroleum or petroleum products.  

Shipping  

This is primarily focused on any company or person who provides goods or services such as 

classification, flagging, surveying, repair to any ships flying the flag of Iran or owned, 

controlled, operated or chartered by the Government of Iran.  

Shipbuilding  

This includes the building or repair of ships in Iran or the supply of spare parts to such vessels 

and,therefore, should have very little impact on Charterers.  

Specific Transactions  

IFCA introduces a new sanction for 2013 and the following items are all specifically 

mentioned:-  

** Trade in a precious metal; or  

* *Trade in graphite, raw or semi-finished metals such as aluminium, steel, coal, and some 

computer software, although it is clarified that the sanctions are only to apply if it evident 

that:o Iran is using those materials for barter, swap, or any other exchange or transaction; 

o The material is to be used in connection with the energy, shipping or shipbuilding sectors of 

Iran 

o The material is to be used by any sector of Iran’s economy determined to be controlled 

directly or indirectly by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

o The material is to be used in connection with the nuclear, military or ballistic missile 

programs of Iran. 

o Supply of the materials to any Iranian person on the SDN list.  

Read the e-bulletin in full here:-  

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BE3
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BEJ
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BDN
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JP8BDN
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http://www.exclusivelyforcharterers.com/docs/E-Bulletin%20July%202013%20-

%20Sanctions.pdf  
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Beneficial Vessel Arrest 

Advocate Kumar V. Subramanian writes:- 

Recently, a Division Bench of the Bombay High Court, has handed down a decision in the 

Rainbow Ace (Division Bench Decision dt. 2nd July 2013) which inter alia clearly sets out 

that merely on account of there being common address, Directors etc. between two distinct 

corporate entities would not mean that assets of one are beneficially owned by the other 

particularly in view of the fact that under Indian law, Shareholders of a Company are not the 

owners of the assets of the corporate entity; and the question of lifting the corporate veil will 

only arise if there is fraud and evidence thereof; and have confirmed single judge's order 

vacating an arrest. This decision changes requirements and possibility of beneficially owned 

vessels. 

 

For your information, I am attaching herewith the Division Bench decision, contents whereof 

are self-explanatory. 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/155325161/Rainbow-Ace-Judgment-July-2013 

subrama@vsnl.com 
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 New York Appeals Court on Rule B and Maritime Corporate Veil-Piercing Decision 

Michael Frevola of Holland & Knight has sent in a copy of his firm's Alert noting the case of 

Blue Whale Corp. v. Grand China Shipping Development Co. et al.,1Doc. No. 13-0192-cv (2d 

Cir. July 16, 2013), a case where the plaintiff brought a Rule B action in New York seeking to 

attach property of a Chinese entity located in New York on the theory that the entity was the 

"alter ego" of another Chinese entity, as well as to "pierce the corporate veil.". 

For the past sixty years, and until January 11, 2013, U.S. federal courts routinely have applied 

the comparatively expansive (and potentially creditor-friendly) "maritime law of veil piercing" 

when examining veil-piercing and/or alter ego claims in Rule B maritime attachment (i.e., 

security) proceedings and maritime judgment enforcement cases. Courts applied the U.S. 

maritime veilpiercing standard regardless of whether the claim or dispute arose from a charter 

party or other agreement specifying a particular law would apply to disputes, such as, as often 

is the case, English law. 

As a result of a significant ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 

yesterday, it is likely that U.S. maritime veil-piercing/alter ego law will continue to apply in 

most maritime veilpiercing/alter ego cases. The Second Circuit held that where a multinational 

shipping dispute implicates several potential sources of law, none of which have a 

"particularly strong connection" to the dispute, the United States has the strongest "'points of 

contact' with this claim by virtue of the location of [the defendant]'s property [in the United 

States]." 

http://www.exclusivelyforcharterers.com/docs/E-Bulletin%20July%202013%20-%20Sanctions.pdf
http://www.exclusivelyforcharterers.com/docs/E-Bulletin%20July%202013%20-%20Sanctions.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/155325161/Rainbow-Ace-Judgment-July-2013
mailto:
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Read the Alert in full here:- 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/155328952/HK-Alert-Blue-Whale-Corp-v-Grand-China-Shipping 
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Scholarships in Greece 

Our friends at WISTA Hellas write:- 

We are pleased to announce that WISTA Hellas is collaborating once again with ALBA 

Graduate Business School at the American College of Greece to proudly offer two partial 

Scholarships for their Postgraduate Programs in Shipping as part of the “Women in Shipping 

Scholarship Series” which started in 2006. 

 

Please see the attached announcement both in Greek and English with all the necessary 

information on the academic programs and scholarship prerequisites regarding the: 

 

ALBA MBA in Shipping program 

 

http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/shipping 

http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/shipping/Pages/InfoforAdmissions.aspx  

 

MSc in Shipping Management 

 

http://www.alba.edu.gr/ACADEMIC/MSCSHIP 

http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/mscship/Pages/InfoforAdmission.aspx 

 

Should any of your readers be interested in applying for scholarship for either of the afore 

mentioned programs, kindly submit the online application form by following below link: 

 

https://applications.alba.edu.gr/ 

 

Deadline for applications ends on Monday, 26th August 2013. 

 

Please note that any interested parties need also to fill in a Scholarship Form and that being a 

WISTA Member is not a prerequisite in order to apply. 

 

For more information, please contact directly Mr. Spyros Vougious, Academic Director of the 

Shipping Programs, at:- 

:svougious@alba.edu.gr 
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Unhappy Truckers And Other Algorithmic Problems 

Courtesy of the Browser we read most appreciatively the sentiments in this article by Tom 

Vanderbilt which appears in Nautilus. Comparatively rare it is to find mathematics and human 

qualities mentioned in the same breath. 

http://nautil.us/issue/3/in-transit/unhappy-truckers-and-other-algorithmic-problems 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/155328952/HK-Alert-Blue-Whale-Corp-v-Grand-China-Shipping
http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/shipping
http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/shipping/Pages/InfoforAdmissions.aspx
http://www.alba.edu.gr/ACADEMIC/MSCSHIP
http://www.alba.edu.gr/Academic/mscship/Pages/InfoforAdmission.aspx
https://applications.alba.edu.gr/
mailto:
http://nautil.us/issue/3/in-transit/unhappy-truckers-and-other-algorithmic-problems
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 People and Places 

BMT Group Ltd, a leading international design, engineering and risk management 

consultancy, is pleased to announce that Wendy Barnes has joined the Board of Directors as a 

Non-executive Director. 

 

Wendy is presently a Non-executive Member of the main Board of OFWAT, the economic 

regulator of the water industry in England and Wales, a Non-executive Director of the Foreign 

& Commonwealth Office Services and a Non-executive Director at the Met Office. 

---------- 

The Dubai firm of Fichte & Co has won the Finance Monthly Law Awards 2013 for 

“Corporate and Commercial Law Firm of the Year”. The Finance Monthly Law Awards 

recognize law firms and legal professionals who have outperformed their peers through 

dedication to client service, innovation and industry knowledge. 

---------- 

Bibby Ship Management Group Ltd is delighted to announce the appointment of Chris Stone 

as its new Chief Operating Officer. He joined the business on 1st July 2013.  

----------- 

Hong Kong Maritime Museum Director, Richard Wesley announced today that Dr. Tianlong 

Jiao has been appointed as the museum’s new Chief Curator. Educated at Peking University 

and Harvard University, Dr. Jiao has over three decades of experience working as an 

anthropologist, archaeologist and museum specialist in China and the Pacific. For the last 

decade he has been based at the world-renowned Bishop Museum in Hawaii as Chairman of 

the Anthropology Department. 

---------- 

Stena’s founder, ship-owner, entrepreneur and family man, Sten Allan Olsson has passed away 

at the age of 96 years old. He leaves behind his children Madeleine, Dan, Stefan and 

Christofer and their families. 
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Brazil - contributed by Kincaid | Mendes Vianna Advogados 

New port law approved by Congress despite presidential vetoes 

 

A new law was recently introduced that aims to provide a new regulatory 

framework for the Brazilian ports system. However, before being converted 

into law, several articles of the bill approved by Congress were vetoed by the 

president. According to the presidency, the vetoes aim to ensure that the main 

objective of the new Ports Law is realised - namely, opening up the sector 

and bolstering competitiveness in the ports system. 

  Godofredo 

Mendes 

Vianna  

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0U
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Author: Godofredo Mendes Vianna 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0D  
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Malaysia - contributed by Shearn Delamore & Co 

Court dismisses action against carrier as time barred 

 

The Malaysian courts recently considered the applicability of a plea of 

limitation under the Hague Rules, as incorporated into national law. The case 

arose following alleged damage to cargo as a result of faulty refrigeration. 

The court held that as the plaintiff's claim was brought after the expiry of the 

one-year limitation period under the rules, it was time barred and the plea of 

limitation was therefore a valid defence. 

 

Author: Rajasingam Gothandapani 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q19  

  

Rajasingam 

Gothandapani  
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Norway - contributed by Wikborg Rein 

Charterers' legal rights to their equipment on board vessels 

 

It is becoming increasingly common for charterers to place their own specific 

equipment on board the vessels that they charter. For example, in the offshore 

sector, seismic and pipe-laying equipment is often owned by charterers. As 

this kind of equipment is valuable, it is important for charterers to protect 

their legal rights to the equipment. 

 

Authors: Geir Ove Røberg, Hågen Hansen, Herman Steen 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q25  

  

Geir Ove 

Røberg  
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Philippines - contributed by Del Rosario & Del Rosario law Offices 

Supreme Court rules master's clear wording indicates resignation, not 

dismissal 

 

The Supreme Court recently ruled that a master had resigned and had not 

been illegally dismissed. The master had argued that he was a victim of racial 

discrimination and that his decision to be relieved from his post was due to 

extreme pressure. According to the court, the clear tone of the master's 

resignation letter was an unmistakable demand that he be relieved of his 

assignment. 

 

Author: Ruben T Del Rosario 

 

  

Ruben T Del 

Rosario  

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q0D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q19
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q1Q
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q19
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q19
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q1Q
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q1Q
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q1Q
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q25
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q2L
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q31
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q25
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q25
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q2L
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q2L
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q2L
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3R
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3R
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q40
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q40
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q40
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q40
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Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3R  
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South Africa - contributed by Bowman Gilfillan 

Cross-border insolvency and ship arrests 

 

A recent flurry of major international shipping companies initiating 

proceedings for protection from creditors has highlighted the rights of 

creditors to arrest maritime property in South Africa as a mechanism to 

sidestep these proceedings. South Africa is well known for having a liberal 

arrest regime, and the insolvency provisions are no exception. 

 

Author: Jeremy Prain 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q49  

  

Jeremy Prain  
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Sweden - contributed by Skarp Stockholm Advokatbyrå 

Maritime Labour Convention 2006 enters into force 

 

The Maritime Labour Convention recently entered into force. The convention 

aims to secure the right of all seafarers to decent employment. The provisions 

are implemented through amendments in the Vessel Safety Act. Vessels 

which do not comply with the provisions may be prohibited from proceeding 

to sea. 

 

Authors: Sören Thorlin, Mattias Widlund 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4W  

  

Sören Thorlin  
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Ukraine - contributed by Interlegal 

Port industry reawakens with Law on Sea Ports 

 

The Law on Sea Ports recently came into force, providing new opportunities 

for the Ukrainian port industry and firing the starting gun for port reform. 

Despite the commencement of the reform, the strategy plan for port 

development is still in the works; however, a draft plan is under preparation 

that covers the next 25 years and is intended to attract more than $3.25 billion 

of private investment. 

 

Author: Andrey Perepelitsa 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q5Y  

  

Andrey 

Perepelitsa  

 

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3R
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q3R
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q49
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4J
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q49
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q49
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4J
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4J
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4W
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q55
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q5H
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4W
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q4W
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q55
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q55
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q5Y
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q5Y
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q5Y
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6D
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USA - contributed by Fowler Rodriguez 

Fifth Circuit considers inland navigational rule on narrow channels 

 

The US Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals recently explored Inland Navigational 

Rule 9 – the rule for navigating in a narrow channel – and its relationship to 

The Pennsylvania rule in connection with an allision that occurred on the 

Intracoastal Waterway in Louisiana. The Pennsylvania rule is a burden-

shifting presumption for causation when, at the time of collision, a vessel is in 

actual violation of a statutory rule intended to prevent collisions. 

 

Author: Philip C Brickman 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6U  

  

Philip C 

Brickman  
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China - contributed by Shanghai Kai-Rong Law Firm 

Carrier exempt from liability due to shipper's inadequate packing 

 

A recent Shanghai Marine Court case regarding damage to a shipment of 

paper rolls and adhesives while in transit illustrates the limits of carrier 

liability where the shipper has not packed its goods appropriately. The carrier 

pointed to International Maritime Organisation guidelines to prove that the 

packing of the goods was completely unsuitable for sea transport. 

 

Author: Jin Yu-Lai 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHND  

  

Jin Yu-Lai  
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Malta - contributed by Fenech & Fenech Advocates 

Failure to file sea protest correctly can scupper your case 

 

Following an incident at sea, the master of a ship can make a so-called 'sea 

protest' in which he or she can declare the facts of the incident as known to 

him or her. Under Maltese law, a sea protest tends to hold significant 

probative weight in subsequent settlement negotiations or litigation, since it is 

often taken as being a correct statement of facts. However, failure to submit a 

sea protest properly can prove detrimental. 

 

Author: Adrian Attard 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHP9  

  

Adrian Attard  

 

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q79
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q6U
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q79
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q79
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JN0Q79
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHND
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHNU
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHND
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHND
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHNU
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHNU
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHP9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHPQ
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHP9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHP9
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United Kingdom - contributed by Wikborg Rein 

Legal life for shipowners 

 

Life as a shipowner is seldom easy. In addition to the commercial challenges 

that owners face on a daily basis, time must be given to reading law reports to 

ensure that benefits are gained and warnings heeded from the misfortunes of 

those who find themselves embroiled in the legal system - particularly when 

economic conditions demand strict enforcement of legal rights. Three recent 

decisions may be of particular interest. 

 

Authors: Clare Calnan, Gaute K Gjelsten 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQ8  

  

Clare Calnan  
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Brazil - contributed by Kincaid | Mendes Vianna Advogados 

Congress fails to ratify decree on taxation of shipping sector 

 

Provisional Presidential Decree 601/2012 is no longer in force, after Congress 

failed to approve it within 120 days. As a practical consequence of this 

change, those working in the construction, retail, maintenance and repair of 

vessels would have reverted to the payroll taxation system. However, another 

decree has been issued to mitigate partially the expiration of Provisional 

Decree 601/2012. 

 

Author: Godofredo Mendes Vianna 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7K  

  

Godofredo 

Mendes 

Vianna  
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Comfort--The Story So Far 

Our favourite daily shipping paper contains the following triste report, a harbinger we think of 

casualties and hard pressed salvors to come in the era of the container leviathan 

THE surviving fore part of containership MOL Comfort has caught fire while being towed to 

safe harbour in the Indian Ocean, Mitsui OSK Lines has confirmed. 

MOL said the fore part, with some 2,672 boxes on board, had been on fire since Saturday and 

that the Indian Coast Guard and salvage company Smit were fighting the blaze. 

A tug and two rescue boats were on the scene when the fire broke out. Patrol boat Samudra 

Prahari, which has an external firefighting system, arrived at the scene early Monday. 

“We will make our best effort to contain the fire, though the weather is still not favourable to 

us,” MOL said. 

The 2008-built, 8,110 teu ship ruptured on June 17 off the coast of Yemen while en route from 

Singapore to Jeddah with some 4,372 boxes on board. It split in two on the following morning 

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQ8
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHR4
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQ8
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQ8
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JLVHQP
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7K
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7X
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7K
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7K
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7X
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7X
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7X
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JRUU7X
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and the stern section sank after drifting for 10 days. 

Tugs reached the forward section on June 24, which slipped free from its tow wire on July 1 

but was reattached on July 3. 

[Lloyd's List 8th July, 2013] 

[The remaining part of the ship sank after this article was compiled. The ship is thus a total 

loss and cargo undrwriters will be facing a loss of at least $150 million--ed] 
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 What is to be Done About the Banks 

Hot on the heels of John Lanchester's essay on banking which appeared in last week's Avo 

appears a further instalment of his ideas in the London Review of Books. He writes:- 

Another global crisis is coming, as sure as Christmas. The euro? China? Who knows – but it’s 

coming, and when it does, we need our banks to be safe, for all sorts of reasons, including, 

right at the top of the list, the fact that we can’t afford to bail them out in the same way as last 

time. It’s manifestly obvious that our banks are too big. So the solution needs to be equally 

obvious and equally big, and the only solution on offer which meets that description concerns 

bank equity. I’m not the only one to be sold on this idea: Martin Wolf, a member of the 

Vickers Commission, has said more than once that The Bankers’ New Clothes is the most 

important book to have emerged from the crisis. We need this change, and the split between 

retail and investment banking, and a new code of personal responsibility and criminal liability 

inside the banks, and a break-up of RBS into a bad bank and a bank with a specialist focus on 

small-business lending. 

Read his essay in full here:- 

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v35/n14/john-lanchester/lets-consider-kate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Piracy---PMSC Licensing in Germany Up and Running 

Esther Mallach of Dabelstein & Passehl in Hamburg writes:- 

The German Parliament has approved new legislation on the employment of private maritime 

security companies (PMSCs) on German-flagged vessels to protect vessels at sea against 

piracy. The requirements are mainly based on the IMO MSC 1/Circ.1405/Rev. 2 of 

25.05.2012 and MSC 1/Circ. 1443 of 25.05.2012 but the German legislator added some 

further requirements for good measure. 

The competent authority for the licensing are the German Federal Trade and Export Control 

Agency (BAFA) and the respective local firearms licensing department of the City of 

Hamburg 

Licenses under the new German licensing scheme will be mandatory as from 1st 

December,2013; applications for a fresh license or the acknowledgment of a current foreign 

PMSC license already accepted and processed by BAFA as of June 2013. 

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v35/n14/john-lanchester/lets-consider-kate
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34 The licensing system is two-fold and encompasses a business license and a firearms license. 

The documents to be submitted and vetted if in compliance with German licensing 

requirements to the BAFA include inter alia: mandatory management self-assessment on 

competency to provide security services, certificate of good conduct issued by authorities 

equivalent to German governmental authorities, certificate of liability insurance, an annual 

training concept on various topics including a 40 hours training plan covering German and 

international legislation pertinent to armed guard services and the appointment of an 

individual for legal services to the company and its personnel upon request. 

For the firearms license the documents to be submitted to the firearms licensing department of 

the City of Hamburg include inter alia the business license, certificates of good conduct issued 

by authorities equivalent to German governmental authorities, contracts of employment, 

evidence of firearms handling competency and proof of secure storage of firearms on board 

the respective vessels. 

Please note that BAFA requires German translations of certain foreign languages. 

Licensing fees charged by BAFA range between € 17,000 - 25,000.- (information as of 2nd 

July, 2013). 

For further information feel free to contact Dr. Maximilian Guth; Esther Mallach and Dr. 

Sarah Wolf of Dabelstein & Passehl. 

e.mallach@da-pa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mark Boyle Memorial Thames Sailing Barge Match 

We have received word that the Shipowners’ P&I Club is sponsoring the Mark Boyle 

Memorial Thames Sailing Barge Match which takes place on 13th July 2013 in this its 150th 

anniversary year. The event is held this year in memory of Captain Mark Boyle, who revived 

the event in 1995 and organised it each year until his untimely death last year aged 55. 

 

The Match was the brainchild of Henry Dodd a wealthy London businessman from humble 

origins who built his business on waste transportation by sailing-barge from London to refuse 

works along the river supplying ash for the brick-making industry. He was a good friend of 

Charles Dickens, who used him as the model for Mr Boffin, the refuse magnate of the novel, 

Our Mutual Friend. 

 

Dodd noticed the intense rivalry between his sailing-barge skippers and decided to harness this 

competitiveness to make his business more efficient by organising annual races. The first 

Match in 1863 ran from Erith to Canvey Island and back with a cash prize to the winner, under 

the flag of the Prince of Wales Yacht Club. The title, it should be noted, derived not from any 

early royal patronage but from the Prince of Wales pub in Erith. 

 

In 1864 Dodd opened the race up to all-comers and after several years he passed the Thames 

Sailing Barge Match organisation to a committee of barge owners. Over time, the contestants 

started to build Spritsail sailing barges specifically designed for speed to win the race. This 

attracted massive interest and spectator numbers grew to tens of thousands. 

 

At his death in 1881, Dodd bequeathed part of his considerable legacy to the race and this 
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35 maintained it for the next 100 years. The race continued with some breaks into the 20th 

century and maintained its highly competitive edge. In the 1963 Centenary race, for example, 

the two main rivals (F T Everard and Sons Ltd and the London & the Rochester Trading Co) 

invested heavily in their fastest barges to ensure victory for vessels that had long since become 

museum pieces. The winning speed of F T Everard’s Veronica was faster than that of all but 

six previous America’s Cups. No mean feat.  

 

The Match lapsed for 32 years but since the 1995 revival by Capt Mark Boyle, it has been held 

each year and grown in popularity. This year’s race is the 83rd and marks the 150
th
 

anniversary of the event, making it the second oldest sailing race in the world after the 

America’s Cup, which started in 1851. 

 

All 16 contestants are historic craft; although not competing this year Cabby is the last wooden 

Thames barge to be built, in 1928 (another historic connection with Shipowners, which 

insured her from 1930 until recently). These evocative vessels are survivors of a fleet once 

5,000 strong; Dawn was featured in the recent TV series with Griff Rees-Jones; Cambria was 

built by Everard in 1906 and has been completely restored recently and is now showing 

remarkable speed in the races and Mirosa is one of the oldest sailing barges still in 

commission. The average age of the competing barges this year is 105 years. 

 

The Match will be attended by those well-known in the world of sailing and representatives of 

the firms and families with historic ties to the race including Michael Everard, the Match 

Chairman; Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, who will be presenting the prizes; and Paul Goldsmith 

and Jilly Hemmings (nee Goldsmith), Match Patrons and grandchildren of E J Goldsmith 

whose company owned the largest ever fleet of Thames Sailing Barges. 

 

The Shipowners’ Club, has supported the Thames Sailing Barge Match for many years. This 

year it will again be a joint sponsor of the race and the Shipowners’ Club Cup is first prize in 

the Champion Staysail Class. 

 

The Club’s connection with this sailing match goes back a long way. Shipowners was 

established in 1855, the same epoch as the Match. It also shares a long-standing connection 

with F T Everard & Sons Ltd, one of the key players and supporters of the race, who insured 

their fleet with the Club from 1880. 

 

Rob Cook (Syndicate Manager) and Mark Greenland (Underwriter) will be attending on 

behalf of the Shipowners’ Club, joining the guests of honour and other sponsors aboard the 

Motor Yacht Lady Hamilton.  

 

The race, which takes place on Saturday 13th July, starts at Mucking, Essex between 8.30 and 

9.00 am and follows an eastward course towards the South East Leigh Buoy in the Thames 

Estuary, where it turns back up the Thames to pass by vantage points at Gravesend 

Promenade, Greenhithe Riverside Walk, Erith Promenade and Pier and on the north bank, 

Grays Promenade (via Wharf Road) and the Royal Hotel Purfleet between midday and 4.30 

pm. 

http://justpaste.it/ThamesBarge 

 

 
 Seafarers Rights 

SRI (Seafarers' Rights International) has launched a Charter of Good Practice for the Provision 

http://justpaste.it/ThamesBarge
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of Legal Services to Seafarers. 

 

“For seafarers, seeking the advice of a lawyer can be one of the most stressful events of their 

career,” says Deirdre Fitzpatrick, Executive Director of SRI. “Not only are they dealing with 

the effects of the incident that has led them to that point, but they are also pursuing a course of 

action which too often seems fraught with confusion, difficulties and worries about expense. 

 

“The first hurdle often is to find a reputable lawyer who is knowledgeable about seafarers’ 

rights’ issues, and who is willing and able to represent the seafarer at a reasonable cost. 

 

“The Charter is a set of professional ethics to bind lawyers working in any jurisdiction around 

the world, taking into account the particular concerns of seafarers. It provides reassurance that 

the seafarer client will be treated in a certain way. 

 

“As part of our work, we frequently encounter seafarers in need of legal assistance. Whilst we 

do not recommend one lawyer or law firm over another, we hope it can assist seafarers to have 

access to a list of lawyers who have signed up to and accepted that they are bound by the 

principles in the Charter.  

 

“Subscribers to the Charter are lawyers professionally licensed to practice in their respective 

jurisdictions. We are delighted to say that the response to the Charter so far has been excellent 

and over 100 lawyers from 50 different law firms across 34 countries worldwide have 

committed to it.  

 

“SRI will keep the list of subscribing lawyers and law firms under review and we call on other 

lawyers with relevant expertise to visit our website and to contact us if they wish to subscribe 

to the Charter. We hope also that other bodies in the industry will work with us to maximise 

the number of expert lawyers to whom seafarers can have ready access.” 

 

Full details of the SRI Charter of Good Practice for the Provision of Legal Services to 

Seafarers, and subscribing lawyers can be found at:- 

http://www.seafarersrights.org/seafarers_subjects/using_lawyers 
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 People and Places 

Mary Thomson has joined the Hong Kong Bar where she is focusing on her arbitrator and 

mediator appointments and maintaining her legal practice:- 

Mary.thomson@pacificchambers.com 

---------- 

German asset manager Commerz Real (a subsidiary of German investment bank 

Commerzbank) has sold the Grade I listed Lloyd’s building to Chinese insurance group Ping 

An for £260m. The deal is unlikely to affect the Lloyd’s market in the short term. A Lloyd’s 

spokesman saids: “Lloyd’s is aware of the sale of the building but it’s not an issue that impacts 

us. We haven’t owned the Lloyd’s building since 1996.” 

Under its lease, Lloyd’s can remain a tenant of the building “in perpetuity”. However, the 

Lloyd’s lease also contains a break clause that comes up in 2021. The Lloyd’s building, 

http://www.seafarersrights.org/seafarers_subjects/using_lawyers
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designed by Richard Rogers, was opened in 1986. 

[Source: Insurance Times] 
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Cyprus - contributed by Andreas Neocleous & Co LLC 

Court considers application for third-party intervention in admiralty 

action 

 

A recent judgment arising from one of a series of claims being dealt with by 

the Admiralty Court against the ship AVANTIS II gives further insight into 

the principles that the court will apply when considering applications for 

intervention by a third party in admiralty actions. The court stressed that in 

such an application, it is of utmost importance to identify the applicant's 

interest and provide clear evidence of its existence. 

 

Author: Vasileios Psyrras 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JKLLKH 

  

Vasileios 

Psyrras 
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Germany - contributed by Dabelstein & Passehl 

Federal Court clarifies derivative burden of proof requirements 

 

The Federal Court of Justice recently ruled on the requirements for obligatory 

investigation and documentation measures applicable to the forfeiting of a 

freight forwarder's right to limit its liability in case of loss of goods during 

transportation. The court pointed out that a forwarder must investigate and 

document the relevant facts immediately after the loss of goods in order to 

have sufficient proof in any legal dispute. 

 

Authors: Alexandra Siedschlag, Marco G Remiorz 

 

Read more    http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7JKLLKY 

  

Alexandra 

Siedschlag 
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