
Philippines  

Arbitration agreement in disputed contract constitutes separate agreement 

In Cargill Phils Inc v San Fernando Regala Trading, Inc the Supreme Court ruled that while 

actions for rescission and damages are ordinarily judicial matters, the dispute at hand was to 

be referred to arbitration because the contract which the plaintiff sought to have rescinded 

included an arbitration agreement. 

Author: Eduardo De los Angeles 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1SCQK) 

United Kingdom 

Expert witnesses lose immunity from suit - who will be next? 

The Supreme Court recently ruled in favour of removing the longstanding immunity from 

suit of expert witnesses in civil cases. Although many in the legal profession will see this as a 

logical extension of the removal in 2002 of a similar protection afforded to barristers, there 

are concerns as to how potential experts may view the ruling. 

Author: Abigail Silver 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1SCRF) 

AVIATION 

Italy  

Competition Authority examines air carrier merger 

The Antitrust Authority has recently examined a merger between two Italian carriers which 

resulted in the consolidation of their flight operations under joint control. It analysed either 

geographical or product markets for all services involved, including scheduled flights, non-

scheduled flights, cargo services and tour operator services. 

Author: Laura Pierallini 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1X4NM) 

Canada  

Registered owner retains title to aircraft 

The Saskatchewan Queen's Bench recently issued judgment in an aircraft ownership dispute. 

It held that the registered owner of a Cessna P210N aircraft should, pursuant to the provisions 

of the Criminal Code, be entitled to receive possession of that aircraft, which had been seized 

by the police in the course of investigating a crime. 

Author: Carlos P Martins 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390BY) 

SHIPPING &TRANSPORT 

Malta  

Court announces additional advantages for mortgagees of Maltese vessels 

Legal history was made recently when a Maltese civil court granted an application requesting 

approval of a private sale. Court-approved private sales are intended to address the respective 

disadvantages of private sales and judicial sales by auction. Notwithstanding that this remedy 
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has been on the statute book since 2006, this case represented its first test. 

Author: Ann Fenech 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390CD) 

Norway  

Amendments to the Maritime Code: casualty investigations 

The Ministry of Trade and Industry has proposed amendments to the Maritime Code 

regarding casualty investigations. Changes include an increased investigative duty for the 

Accident Investigation Board, a duty to secure evidence after an accident for anyone involved 

and a 12-month time limit for issuing casualty reports. 

Authors: Ena Aarseth Barder, Nina MH Hanevold, Morten Lund Mathisen, Gaute K 

Gjelsten 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390D0) 

Cyprus  

European directive on maritime insurance: harmonisation measures 

The Department of Merchant Shipping has issued a circular to owners and operators of 

Cyprus-registered ships reminding them that EU Directive 2009/20/EC requires owners of all 

types of ship of 300 gross tonnes or above to have insurance cover against maritime claims. 

The directive applies to ships flying the flag of an EU or European Economic Area member 

state. 

Author: Costas Stamatiou 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZD9) 

Russia  

New law to boost shipbuilding and support national merchant fleet 

At the start of the 1990s the Soviet Union boasted one of the largest fleets in the world, but 

over the past 20 years Russia has lost a significant share of the market. A new law will 

encourage the registration of ships under the Russian flag and support the country's 

shipyards. It also signals significant opportunities for international shipping businesses and 

financial institutions. 

Author: Alexander V Mednikov 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZDW) 

China  

Sea waybill or bill of lading? 

Bills of lading and sea waybills differ in their nature and function, and also in the obligations 

imposed on the carrier. In a dispute arising from the transportation of goods from China to 

the United States, the Shanghai Maritime Court considered the classification of documents as 

bills of lading or sea waybills, as well as the effect of a standard term on the back of a bill of 

lading that stipulated the application of US law. 

Author: Jin Yu-Lai 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YA0) 

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390CN
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390CD
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390CD
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390D0
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390D9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390DJ
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390DW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390E5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390E5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390D0
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G390D0
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZD9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZDJ
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZD9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZD9
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZDW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZE5
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZDW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G2KZDW
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YA0
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YAF
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YA0
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YA0


Sweden  

Nordic freight forwarding conditions to be modernised 

In Sweden, freight forwarders are subject to no special mandatory regulations and, in 

principle, the parties involved are free to agree whatever terms they wish, provided that they 

do not contravene the law. Despite this, few freight forwarding agreements are made between 

parties; rather, the General Conditions of the Nordic Association of Freight Forwarders are 

widely used within the Nordic countries. This update considers the impact of the ongoing 

review of these conditions. 

Author: Sören Thorlin 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G13YAZ) 

Cyprus  

New merchant shipping law regulates classification powers 

The new Merchant Shipping (Recognition and Authorisation of Organisations) Law 

transposes into Cyprus law the EU Directive on Common Rules and Standards for Ship 

Inspection and Survey Organisations and for the Relevant Activities of Maritime 

Administrations. An order issued under Section 2 of the new law lists the relevant 

international conventions for the purpose of the law. 

Author: Costas Stamatiou 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1X4NJ) 

INSURANCE & REINSURANCE 

Canada  

New OSFI guidance on reinsurance security agreements 

The Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions issued new guidance for 

reinsurance security agreements in 2010 requiring Canadian insurance companies that 

reinsure with reinsurers not registered in Canada to convert their existing security 

arrangements governed by reinsurance trust agreements into reinsurance security agreements 

in order to continue to receive capital or asset credit. January 1 2012 was targeted as the 

deadline. 

Authors: Carol Lyons, Robert M Scavone 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1SCMU) 

Israel  

'No fault' system: tax deductions on compensation paid to road accident victims 

The 1975 Road Accident Victims Law imposes a duty on the driver of a motor vehicle to 

compensate the victim for bodily injury sustained as a result of a road accident, regardless as 

to who was at fault for causing the accident. The law further provides for full and total 

liability even if no blame can be attributed to the driver. Hence, victims of road accidents are 

ensured compensation payment. 

Author: Aviv Klepner 

(Read article http://www.internationallawoffice.com/?i=55592&l=7G1SCP2) 
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